The cause of the Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) is unknown and researchers often have to rely on the accuracy of epidemiologic data for generating and testing hypotheses. One such comprehensive database maintained by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is found at http://wonder.cdc.gov/. However, it appears to contain an anomaly in reporting the location of SIDS death as the location where the infant was pronounced dead, as shown in the When SIDS occurs at home, the infant is almost always found nonresponsive, and most likely already dead. On the faint possibility that the infant is still alive but moribund, the parents or caregivers may immediately take the infant either by ambulance or private vehicle to the nearest medical facility (MF) in the hope of resuscitation. However, during this period, 1999 However, during this period, -2009 , approximately 60 % were pronounced dead at the MF while not admitted as an inpatient. The death certificates then record the ''place of death'' by SIDS as occurring at the MF where the infant is officially pronounced dead, generating the artifact [1] . It is interesting to note that a few SIDS infants are shown to have been declared dead at a hospice facility and nursing homes, which may be where the infant was taken for help.
In summary it is recommended that in cases of SIDS that the death certificate should show, in addition to the location where the death is pronounced, the location where the infant was first found nonresponsive if these locations differ.
